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3 B j. m. DENT & SONS LTD: Publishers 

m Aldine House - 10-13 Bedford Street - London WC2 

Cables: Maiaby London Telegrams: Tcmplarian Lesquare London 
Telephone: Temple Bar 8981-2-3 

Please refer to 

May 5 th 1953 

Miss G. hitching , 

Lov; Nook, 

Ambleside, 

Westmoreland . 

Dear Miss hitching, 

Many thanks for your letter 
concerning the cover for the Essay. 

Yes, I think it would be 
a good idea to introduce some quotes 
on your book and suggest you forward 
to me a typed sheet to your own selection 
to- take up the back flap of the cover: 
with your revised front flap write-up. 

Perhaps you would also 
kindly indicate the matter for the back 
cover of the wrapper. 

I note you will be writing 
me further in a day or two after you 
have heard from Hr. Bozman. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.M.Dent & Sons, Ltd., 

Publicity Department 



,3pZCMCH2‘f 

J. M. DENT & SONS LTD: Publishers 


Aldine House - 10-13 Bedford Street ■ London WC2 

Cables: Malaby London Telegrams: Templarian Lesquare London 
Telephone : Temple Bar 8981-2-3 


Please refer to 


Editorial Department 6th May, 1953. 


Miss E. Kitching, 
Low Nook, 
Ambleside. 


Dear Miss Kitching, 

Thank you for your letter of May 4th. 
By all means send along the press cuttings, and 
we will select the material for the jacket. 

I agree that a new foreword would be 
a help, though I am sorry that I cannot possibly 
undertake it myself. Could you find someone 
who is taking a leading part in the current 
dicussions about the theory of education? 

Tours sincerely, 






efb/raa 
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J. M. DENT & SONS LTD: Publishers 


Hiss E. Kitching, 
Low Nook, 

Ambles ide . 


Dear Miss Kitching, 

An Essay towards a Philosophy of Education 

I have had extracts made from the reviews 
for printing on the back of the jacket, and I 
return the reprints of the reviews from the 
Parents 1 Reviews ♦ I also enclose a copy of 
the extracts. The jacket will, of course, be 
re-set, and I propose on the front at the bottom 
to put the tribute by Dr. M.L, Jacks, and at the 
bottom of the front flap to put Sir Cyril Norwood's 
message. I also send you a typescript of the 
paragraph which will now appear on the front flap. 



Cables: Malaby London Telegrams: Templarian Lesquare London 
Telephone: Temple Bar 8981-2-3 


Aldine House 10-13 Bedford Street * London WC2 



Tours sincerely, 
J.M. DENT & 30NS LTD. 



Encs. 
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J. M. DENT & SONS LTD: Publishers 


Aldine House • 10-13 Bedford Street • London WC2 

Cables: Malaby London Telegrams: Templarian Lesquare London 
Telephone: Temple Bar 8981-2-3 


Miss E. Kitching, 
Low Nook, 
Ambleside. 


Dear Miss Kitching, 

An Essay Towards a Philosophy of Education 


proofs prepared of all the tributes you sent me 
for your approval. I do not need to explain, of 
course, that we cannot proceed with the production 
until this is settled. 


Hoppe has written to you about the jacket. 



Please refer to 

Editorial Department 


20th May, 1953. 


J. will wait now until you send me 
Sir Richard Livingston^ s note, and then have 


Meanwhile, I understand that Mr. 


Yours sincerely, 


d)AM . 


efb/raa 
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J. M. DENT & SONS LTD: Publishers 

Aldine House - 10-13 Bedford Street ■ London WC2 

Cables: Malaby London Telegrams: Tcmplarian Lesquare London 
Telephone: Temple Bar 8981-2-3 


Please refer to AJH/CMB 


21st May, 1953. 

Miss E. Hitching, 

Low Nook, 

Amble side. 


Dear Miss Kitching, 

Thank you for your letter. We will 
include the four quotations you sent from 
the Journal of Education . The Statesman. Cal- 
cutta, The Times of India , and The Scotsman : 
but we shall have to put some of the reviews 
on the back flap of the wrapper as there are 
too many for the back only, I return the 
extracts with the four added, also a re-type 
of the front of the wrapper, and the front flap. 

Yours sincerely. 


r 



Paretti s Should Read 

DAY SCHOOLS OF 




ENG 


By RONALD GURNER 


Head Master of 
School, Author oi 


Crown 8vo 


,AND 


Whitgift Grammar 
The Day Boy , For 


5onj o/* Gi itlmen, etc. 


3s. 6d. net 


A straightforward attempt is made 
in this book to itate the case for 
the secondary day school. Many 
parents to-day, forced by financial 
reasons to abandon hope pf send- 
ing their sons to boarding school, 
feel that education at a day school 
cannot be of the same quality, and 
resign themselves wth reluctance 
to accept the second best. It is 
for them, and for all others who 
may have been led to believe 
that there is some fundamental 
difference in value between day 
school and boarding school, that 
this book is written. The merits 
of the great public boarding 
schools of England have long 
been recognized and repeatedly 
set forth: it is time that the day 
school, which is parallel to, and 
not inferior to, the boarding 
school, came more fully into 
its heritage. 

J. M. DENT SONS LTD. 


Printed, in Great Britain at the Temple 
Press, iMchworth, Herts (Ej fii8) 




From Messrs. Dent’s Recent Lists 


INSPIRATIONAL TEACHING. A Record of Experimental 
Work in the Teaching of English by George Mackaness, 
M.A. Foreword by Alexander Mackie, M.A. 

Second Impression. Demy 8vo. ios. 6d. net 

To-day it is recognized that a sound knowledge of English forms the basis 
of all education in schools where English is the language of speech and writing. 
In this book Mr. Mackaness with great insight and enthusiasm sums up the 
results and conclusions of many years’ experience — his own and that of others 
— in the teaching of this most important subject. Written in cheeriul and 
easy style it is full of wisdom and of wit, a triumph of sound psychology , and 
should prove an invaluable book for all who teach this most fascinating 
and difficult of subjects. * Prospectus post free 

ESSAYS ON EDUCATION. By H. E. Haio Browii. 

Small Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. net 


A long experience in educational 
outlook are the rich fount of this < 
varied, from Business Training to 
with insight and humour. Mr. Ha g 
audience among the teaching profe^si 
who are interested in the growth 
★ Prospectus post free 


life and an original, essentially human 
collection of talks and essays. The range is 
'airy Stories, and every subject is touched 
; Brown will naturally find an appreciative 
!ion, but these papers should appeal to all 
ofjyoung people. 


SCHOOLS OF TO-DAY 
ENGLISH EDUCATIO 
of Education for Warwicl 


PRESENT PROBLEMS IN 
By Bolton Kino, Late Director 
►hire. Small Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. net 

This book, based largely on an experience of twenty-four years as a Director 
of Education, is an attempt to give a simple account of some of the bigger 
problems of English education, and should be of use to those who are not 
concerned in educational technique but who as parents and voters realize 
how vital to the nation is the welt-being of the schools. 

★ Prospectus post free 

PESTALOZZI AND HIS TIMES. Foreword by Dr. Hermann 
Escher. Introduction by Dr. Hans Stettbacher. With 
165 plates, including 16 in full colour, and explanatory text. 

Only a very few copies remain. 21s. net 

Zurich celebrated recently the hundredth anniversary' of the death of its 
great townsman and world-famciis educationist, Pestalozzi. Among the 
arrangements was a memorial exhibition, organized by the Pestalozzianum 
and the Zentralbibliothek. The most important of the exhibited pictures 
and manuscripts, printed works, and other objects, giving an impressive 
general view of Pestalozzi’s life apd work, are reproduced in this volume. 

★ Prospectus post free [ 

J. M. DENT & SONS LTD. 
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TOWARDS A 
PHILOSOPHY 
OF 

EDUCATION 


CHARLOTTE 
M. MASON 


DENT 


iSp'tCMCHZi 


AN ESSAY TOWARDS A 
PHILOSOPHY OF 
EDUCATION 


/Os t* 

net 


This is the last, and in some 
respects the most important 
and comprehensive work of 
Miss Mason, of Ambleside, the 
practical results of whose origi- 
nal thought on education is 
seen in all parts of the world 
in the system known as the 
P. N. E. U. (Parents’ National 
Education Union). Though 
one cannot summarize so revo- 
lutionary and far-reaching an 
educational system in a few 
words, one may say this at least, 
that for Miss Mason the child 
is a person , with a mind to be 
fed with knowledge, and great 
thoughts and concepts, not 
trained — for education is not a 
training, but “an atmosphere, 
a discipline, a life,” and know- 
ledge “the necessary daily food 
of the mind.” 


CHARLOTTE 
M. MASON 


l3f>8CMC42*/ 


June ICth, 1953. 


Dear Sir 


"i chard # 




I must apologise for the long delay in answering your moat 
kind and generous letter, but fnitsuntide and the Coronation 
have aade regular correspondence impossible, and I nave had the 
various members of my Sub-committee to consult individually. 

Both they and the publisher are greatly pleased that miss Mason 1 s 
book should have the honour of a Foreword from you. 


ou 


t I have told 


the publisher wants. to know when it will come, 
him it is impossible at present as you are engaged on more 

important workj and once the Foreword comes the edition will go 
through very ouickly, as no proof correcting will be necessary; 
new type will only be necessary for review notices on the cover, 
and the Foreword on a sheet by itself# 

I have been much interested in reading Harold Nicholson^ 
article on the Coronation in the Sunday Observer. He has expresbe 




An Essay Towards a Charlotte M. Mason 

Philosophy of Education ^ ^ j owar ds a Philosophy oj Education 

bj Charlotte M. Mason Extracts from Reviews 


Extracts from Reviews 

‘There can be little cib6brihat' Miss 
Mason is here getting at the roots of ' 
her subject. There is too much adult 
depreciation of the child mind, with all 
its potentialities and powers of insight 
and comprehension.’ 

THE SCOTSMAN 

‘Many will be glad to read this full and 
reasoned account of her philosophy.’ 
JOURNAL OF EDUCATION 

‘The late Charlotte Mason was a 
Prophet of the P.N.E.U. and like all 
prophets, from Isaiah onwards, she was 
an enthusiast.’ 

THE TIMES OF INDIA 

‘Here is a last arresting passage: 
“Human nature has not failed; what 
has failed us is philosophy, and that 
applied philosophy which is called 
education.’” 

THE STATESMAN, CALCUTTA 


‘There is a multitude here, and in other lands, to whom this lucid exposition of 
vitally important principle and of the method of its application will come as a 
veritable discovery. . . . The most deadly of all our defects in education has been 
the neglect of the imagination. Miss Mason has not neglected it, but encourages it, 
knowine that time will correct the mistakes. . . .’ 

Knowing tna THE OBSERVER (DR EDWARD LYTTELTON) 


‘This, Miss Charlotte Mason’s last book, sums up her teaching and her message. 
It is a book of much wisdom, and refreshing alike for its respect for children and 
for its respect for experience. Miss Mason had studied education too long to be 
carried away by stunts and panaceas, however seductive. . . . The book is much 
more than an exposition of any system or method. It is a treatise on education 
itself— a book of mellow wisdom, clearly and beautifully written.’ 

THE TEACHERS’ WORLD 


4 Here is set out, both theory and practice, the right way, the way along which the 
ideal of a “Liberal Education for All” can be secured.’ TIME AND TIDE 

‘ There is still all too much need that her voice should be heard, and her book is as 
fresh and stimulating as when it came hot from her facile pen and her enthusiastic 
heart.’ THE BRITISH WEEKLY 

4 We count Miss Charlotte Mason amongst the greatest educators. . . . She believed 
that in education you arc dealing with the soul, not with a machine.’ 

THE IRISH STATESMAN 


‘Everyone who is trying to find better methods of teaching and attempting to 
understand the educational needs of the day should read this book, for they will 
get much help and food for thought from it.’ 

THE PREPARATORY SCHOOLS’ REVIEW 

‘This book is an eloquent exposition of the philosophic ideas underlying the 
P.N.E.U. Method.’ THE SCHOOLMASTER 

‘Education, she insists, must be self-education, and the prime necessity is contact 
of mind with mind. Her theory is throughout enriched and enlightened by a 
wide personal experience and the judgments of great thinkers.’ 

THE OXFORD MAIL 


‘A fascinating book for teachers, parents, and all who are concerned with the 
problems presented by childhood.’ THE NOTTINGHAM GUARDIAN 

‘ Miss Mason is a Churchwoman, and she would offer the knowledge of God to a 
child as early, and as naturally, as other knowledge. . . . The book is of more than 
ordinary interest and value.’ THE CHURCH TIMES 
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‘ Charlotte Mason made a vital contribution to educational thought and 
practice, and many of the more enlightened reforms ol recent years 
have been indirectly, if not directly, due to her. Indeed, I believe we 
should be wise, in planning certain aspects ot our post-war education, 
to go back to her Essay' towards a Philosophy of Education and adapt its 
lessons to our present needs. In her own Held, she showed something 
of the insight and inspiration of a prophet.’ 

DR M. L. JACKS 

Director oj the University oj Oxford Department oj Education 


SIR CYRIL NORWOOD, D.Litt. 
r f'V President, St John’s College, Oxford 

‘We are still moving towards the solution 
of the problems which engaged her atten- 
tion, but it is not an exaggeration to say 
that because of her life’s work we move in 
some respects with surer steps and on a 
broader front; for this she surely deserves 
to be remembered with honour. Certainly 
no one can read her Essay towards a 
Philosophy of Education without gaining 
some fresh insight into our real educational 
problem and some help towards its 
solution.’ 
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A NOTE 


“ The tongues of dying men enforce attention like 
deep harmony ”, and the Trustees of the late Miss C. M. 
Mason are sending out the “ last words ” of this great 
educationist with the conviction that the teaching 
contained in AN ESSAY TOWARDS A PHILOSOPHY 
OF EDUCATION will do much to steady, direct, and 
inspire the work of parents and teachers in an age of 
stress and perplexity. 

those who have the well-being of children at heart are 
seeking for a standard by which to judge the claims 
of modern educational theories. In this volume they 
are offered help towards the understanding of children 
and all that goes “ to produce a person at his best ” ; 
a knowledge, also, of principles, the method of their 
application and the practical results of such application. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE BOOK 


"Whether the way I have sketched out is the right 
way remains to be tested more widely than in the 
many thousands of cases in which it has been success- 
ful ; but assuredly education is slack and uncertain 
for the lack of sound principles exactly applied. 
We have placed our faith in * civilisation have been 
proud of our progress ; and, of the pangs that the 
War has brought us, perhaps none is keener than 
that caused by the utter breakdown of the civilisa- 
tion which we held to be synonymous with education. 
We know better now and are thrown back on our 
healthy human instincts and the Divine sanctions. 

The moment has come to try the great cause of 
Education v. Civilisation, with the result, let us hope, 
that the latter will retire to her proper sphere of 
service in the amelioration of life and will not 
intrude on the higher functions of inspiration and 
direction which belong to Education." 
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